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particulars about Venner and his habits. And I am in-
clined to think that her evidence is reliable. In fact, I
am inclined to believe her statement that Venner left
Ms office on the afternoon of Wednesday the fifteenth,
rather earlier than usual, and to accept nothing else
that I have heard as definite evidence."
" But if you are going to be so sceptical, can you
believe even that?" Oldland asked.
" I can believe nothing implicitly, for there is no check
upon any of these people's statements. The only occu-
pant of Venner's office besides himself was Miss Love-
day. It is, therefore, impossible to confirm her state-
ment as to his leaving the office on the fifteenth, He
may have been seen doing so by other occupants of the
building. But as Venner would be familiar to them,
the fact of seeing him on that particular date would
make no impression on them. If questioned now, after
a fortnight's interval, they would not be able to state
with any certainty when they last saw him.
" The same reasoning applies to the Hat in Clewer
Street, but with rather more force, because it is quite
possible to enter or leave it without being observed. No
resident servant appears to be kept. Miss Venner's
statement, therefore, can no more bo checked than Miss
Loveday's. But, if I must choose between the two,
I prefer the latter/'
" But look here, Priestley/1 said Oldland, '* haven't
you let your imagination run away with you a"bit? Why
this atmosphere of suspicion? I'll admit that I wouldn't
put much faith in anything Christine Venner said* But
why should she go to the police and report her brother's
disappearance, if she meant to make a false statement?
My own opinion was that she was telling the truth, and
that Venner wandered away under the influence of some
temporary mental trouble. After all, what is there
against that theory?"

